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Worship in April 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
Tri-County Chapel 
1592 Oneida St. 
Menasha, WI  54952 

 
 

April 1 
Worship at 9:00 a.m. 
& 10:30 a.m. 
Resurrection:  Easter 
John 20:1-18 

 

April 8 
Worship at 9:00 a.m. 

Thomas 
John 20:19-31 

 

April 15 
Worship at 9:00 a.m. 
Paulõs Conversion 
Acts 9:1-19 

 

April 22 
Worship at 9:00 a.m.  

Paul & Silas 
Acts 16:16-34 

 

April 29 
Worship at 9:00 a.m.  
Paulõs Sermon at Athens 

Acts 17:16-31 
 
 

 
Midweek Worship 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 
at Grace Lutheran Church 

 

 

 Trinity Tidings - - April 2018 

Every Sunday is Special 
 
April 1: Easter Sunday 
Come & celebrate our risen Lord at TWO services - - 9:00 
a.m. or 10:30 a.m. at the Chapel.  At both services, children 
will be able to participate in an Easter Egg Hunt with a 
generosity faith twist.  The hunt will happen during 
Childrenõs Time. 
 
 
 

 
 
April 8:  Book & Bible Blessings & Baptism 
A special bible or book that has been selected for each child 
will be blessed and presented to them during worship.  In 
addition, we will be celebrating a baptism . . . and maybe 
even incorporating a new tradition. 
 
April 15:  Bagels & Bingo 
Join us after worship for bagels, cream cheese and a few 
extra treats.  AND for a fun game or two of bingo!  No 
gambling here . . . just some good clean fun for all ages.   
 
April 22:  Feedback Forum 
This opportunity is still in the beginning stages of being 
formed.  But a Feedback Forum may become a regular 
opportunity at Trinity for the congregation to come together 
after worship to hear some of the ideas being pondered and 
work being done . . . and a time to ask questions and share 
your ideas as well.  Watch for more details in the coming 
weeks. 
 
April 29:  Community Connections 
No details have been worked out for this Sunday yet either . 
. . but the hope is to have another leader from the 
community come and share their story with us.  This would 
be similar to the speakers from Homeless Connections & St. 
Joeõs Food Program to help us learn what is being done here 
in the Fox Valley. 
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A  E  I 

Iõm writing this article as I prepare to leave for my daughterõs 

wedding in Mobile, Alabama. Christina has spent much of the 
last year preparing for her special day. She announced her 

engagement and sent out save-the-date cards. Then came the 

invitations - for the wedding party, for ushers, for readers - for 
friends and family to attend the rehearsal dinner and the 

wedding service. 

Christina is very excited about what is happening in her life - and she wants to share that with 

those who love her - by inviting them to be a part of it all. Trinity is working on doing the same 

thing. 

We have embraced our new life - and we want to invite others to be a part of it. Once known as 
the congregation where all are welcome - Trinity is now moving to become an òInvitingó 

congregation. 

Welcoming is fine - but it means people need to come to us. Of course, when they do, we treat 

them very well. However, being welcoming is more about us and less about them. Being òInvitingó 
is different. It means we will no longer wait passively for people to show up at our church. Inviting 

means we will go out into their place and meet them there. This is quite a change (and challenge) 

for us. Our focus will no longer be on ourselves - but on those outside of our congregation.  

This past year we have emphasized listening to God and to each other - so we can better join God 
at work in the world. We have also been working our way through the Gospel of John. In Johnõs 

first chapter, Jesus tells his new friends to òCome and Seeó - an invitation to be a part of what God 

is doing - to be a disciple. Jesus continues throughout this gospel to invite others to hear his 
voice, to believe, and to join him in mission. 

At the end of Johnõs gospel, Jesus tells Pontius Pilate why he came to earth. òFor this I was born, 

and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens 

to my voice.ó In this verse (John 18:37b), we hear the gospel in a nutshell. Jesus, full of grace and 
truth, comes into the world to make God known. Then his servant-friends - made holy by the truth 

- are sent into the world to continue Godõs mission of love. This is Godõs invitation to us - an 

invitation we are called to share. 

It is an exciting time at Trinity - and it is time to invite others to be a part of it. I know inviting 
people is difficult - rumor has it that the average Lutheran invites a person to their church once 

every 20 years or so. Letõs bring that number down - way down. This is a great time to invite 

someone to Trinity. Not only will they hear the beautiful story of Jesusõ resurrection - they will be 

able to also witness the rebirth and renewal of a congregation. Thatõs right, us! 

Here is a simple way to start our journey to become an òInvitingó congregation. Step 1: Use the 
phrase òMy Churchó in a conversation with one person each week. Really simple: òSorry I canõt go, 

I have plans at My Church.ó Once you get the hang of that, move on to Step 2. Start saying òMy 

church is ____.ó Something like, òMy church is having two services this Easteró or òMy church is 
inter-generational.ó Easy as pie! 

As we move toward becoming an òInvitingó congregation - I encourage you all to Come and See 

what it means to be a disciple in Godõs church. Come and See the joy in resurrection living. Come 

and See just how much God loves you. Youõre invited! 

Happy Easter! 
Pastor Brian 



4 

 

Word from the Council President 
 

Dear Trinity friends, 

 
We are eager for new life with Jesus, with spring 
flowers, warmer weather, etc., etc.  At Trinity we are 
continuing to figure out which avenue of mission 
work we want to follow.  Our Seeds for Growth team 
has compiled so many great choices that itõs time to 
ask members where their passions lie.  We started this 
process on March 18

th
 with a small step of sharing, 

explaining and asking and weõll continue this about 
every month in a formal setting.  Please share your 
ideas with council members and Seeds for Growth 
team members as we continue to narrow down our 
focus.  We are always eager to learn, grow 
and serve others. 
 
Peace, 

Sue Ruppel 
Council President 

Rooted:  Wednesdays, April 11 & 25   
      from 5:15 - 7:00  
 
So far so good are words I have heard many 
times.  They apply to Rooted . . . so far so good . 
. . maybe even better than good!  The cross-
generational group is building relationships and 
growing faith.  As always, all are welcome - - 
really and truly.  A simple dinner always begins 
the evening followed by a time of Dwelling in 
the Word.  Other plans for our April meetings 
havenõt been finalized yet, so watch for more 
details.  If you have questions or want to learn 
more about Rooted talk to Sarah Bultman.  
office@trinityappleton.com or 920.252.9643 

Jean & Wanda serving 
pancakes in March after 
worship.  Thank you! 

Ephesians 3:16-17 
16 
I pray that, according to the riches of his 

glory, he may grant that you may be 

strengthened in your inner being with pow-

er through his Spirit, 
17 
and that Christ may 

dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are 

being rooted and grounded in love. 


